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Aegean Sea and Black Sea, as well as the continents of Europe, Asia and Africa.

The Mediterranean is also a waterway that plays a key economic, commercial, social and
cultural role for the coastal countries. Since it is of vital importance for Europe, it would not
be wrong to consider Cyprus as the soft underbelly of Europe. Cyprus has a special place and
importance in ensuring Europe's security, developing its economy, trade relations with the
world, and transporting energy to Europe.

There are three islands that play a vital role in the Mediterranean. These are Malta, Crete
and Cyprus.

A state that dominates the island of Malta also controls an important passage between
the east and west of the Mediterranean. The island of Crete is located at the junction of the
Aegean Sea and the Mediterranean Sea and therefore controls the Aegean Sea's gateway to
the Mediterranean.

Cyprus, the third largest island injthe.Mediterranean.and.the;largestiisiand in the Eastern
Mediterranean; It is located at the crossroads of the European, Asian and African continents
and acts as a bridge between east and west. 3 Why so much.importance is given to an island
can be understood from the importance America attachées to'sea routes in becoming a world
power. America defended the thesis of gaining superiority overthe powers of all other
countries at sea and suppressing threats through sea routes. 4 In this thesis, which was
created by Alfred T. Mahan, an American naval officer, and summarized as "He who
dominates the seas, dominates the world", Mahan discussed naval power not only with its
military but also with its political and economic dimensions. These and similar ideas of
Mahan influenced the American presidents Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson. Alaiye,
Bozok, Karaman, icel, Teke, Ziilkadriye, Aksaray, Develihisar, Urgiip, Kochisar, Nigde, Bor,
Beysehir, Seydisehir, Aksehir, Akdag, llgin, ishakli, Selendi, Ansigi, Ermenek, Mut, Giilnar and
Kalayci, Ankara, Nobel Publishing, 2004, p.342. 18 Halil Fikret Alasya, "Policy implemented in
Cyprus under the British Administration”, Cyprus and Turks, Ankara, Turkish World Research,
1964, p.91 Plan, 1948Jackson Plan, 1955First Mac Millan Plan, 1955First and Second Harding
Plans, 1956Radcliff Plan, 1958Second Mac Millan Plan, 1958 Actually four agreements were
signed in Zurich. The first of these is an agreement on the "Basic Structure of the Republic of
Cyprus" and an annex of 27 articles that will form the basis of the state in the future. The
second is a "Treaty of Guarantee" between Turkey, Greece, England and the Republic of
Cyprus. The third document is a "Treaty of Alliance" signed between these states. The last
document is the "Gentlemen's Agreement’, which reveals the good intentions of the parties.
43 The Gentlemen's Agreement, also known as the "Gentlemen's Agreement", is actually an
agreement signed between Turkey and Greece at the Presidential level and announced much
later. According to this agreement signed by Karamanlis and Menderes, Turkey and Greece
were against the Communist Party and communist activities in Cyprus. 41 Melek Firat,
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"Relations with Greece", Turkish Foreign Policy Facts, Documents, Comments from the War of
Independence to Today, V.1: 1919-1980, Ed. Baskin Oran, Istanbul, iletisim Yay., 2001 The
Constitution of Cyprus was based on the political equality of the parties and the form of
government was similar to the Presidential system. The basic articles of the Constitution are:

-The President will be Greek, the Vice President will be Turkish, and they will be elected by
their own communities.

-Executive authority will be concentrated in the President and the Vice President.
-The Council of Ministers will consist of 7 Greeks and 3 Turks.
-Veto power belongs to the President and the Vice President.

- 62 Kizilyiirek, ibid., p.27. 63 Gaziogluy, ibid., p.271. 64 Kizilyiirek, ibid., p.30. 192 Greek
Cypriot leader Papadopoulos and his party DIKO carried out the "no" campaign on the island.
In his "Public Address" speech on televisionsonsthe,eveningsofAprilsZ;Papadopoulos said, 'l
have surrendered a state recognized by the international community, | will not surrender it as
a society that has no say." Article 193 states the following; “A Treaty must be interpreted in
good faith and in accordance with the ordinary meaningof the terms in the light of the object
and purpose of the Treaty, in conjunction with'its contents.” 259 When one tries to interpret
the terms "any political and economic union" or "any state" specified in Articles 1 and 2 of the
Treaty of Guarantee without using words, it is seen that these expressions also include the
EU. veto of foreign affairs, except for the participation of the Republic in the agreements 259
Mendelson Report, ibid., p.9. 260 Mendelson Report, ibid., p.18. 261 Mendelson Report, ibid.,
p.10. Hubert Faustmann, Erol Kaymak, "Cyprus, European Journal of Political Research" 46:
916-928, 2007, doi: 10.1111/j.1475-6765.2007.00734.%, p.916. 292 Hubert Faustmann, Erol
Kaymak, 2007 stated that "If the Greek side assumes the 2012 EU term presidency, the
Republic of Turkey will completely freeze its relations with the EU." 336 Erdogan's harsh
speech in this way emphasizes the urgency of the problem in Southern Cyprus and also
emphasizes the urgency of the problem in Southern Cyprus and the EU's support for
Christofias. It was done to put pressure on .

GCASC'S OIL AND NATURAL GAS EXPLORATION PROCESS IN THE
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN

With the accession process of the Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern Cyprus to
the EU, activities began in the Eastern Mediterranean. In 2002, they had a seabed research
ship belonging to a Norwegian company conduct "research” in a large area south of Rhodes.
337
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